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Conference
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the Institute of Philosophy of the University of London,
the London School of Economics and Political Science and
 the journal Economics and Philosophy
Thurs 6 September 2007

Issues of global political economy fill the newspapers today, be it the struggles of the Doha Round, global warming and policies to discourage carbon emissions or the push by pharmaceutical companies to protect their intellectual property rights. Decisions on matters of global trade, public goods and rights have far reaching effects for every one of us. Policy makers at both the IGO and state levels must engage with these effects in order to make responsible and relevant policy decisions. 

At the same time, philosophical literature on the ethics of globalisation has grown exponentially. Philosophers, political theorists and economists are engaged in a vibrant discussion over the theoretical frameworks that should be used to understand a globalized economy, as well as over the ethical obligations of the institutions and individuals within such a system. As of late, a major concern of the discussants is the relevance and feasibility of theory for the real world. 

This event seeks to build bridges between these two streams of discussions that too often run in parallel. To this end, it brings together political philosophers and practitioners from the area of global political economy. Discussants will outline the main issues they see in within three focus areas – environment, poverty, and institutions – and respond to the challenges identified by others. Thus, it provides a platform for exchange where theoretical concepts can enrich the thinking on practical problems and vice versa. The goal is to establish a dialogue between the theorist and the practitioner that can continue after this meeting. 



Program

The half-day program includes three discussion sessions. In each session, a practitioner and a philosopher explore one particular current problem of global political economy in the following logic: first, each speaker will identify the main issues of the topic area and some guiding thoughts on how to address them within 15 minutes. Thereafter, the two speakers have 30 minutes to discuss their points. Within the final 30 minutes, the public can join into the discussion. The conference is followed by a reception. 


	Time
	Agenda
	Speaker

	12.30 – 13.00
	Coffee & Registration
	

	13.00 – 14.30
	Environment and the Provision of Global Public Goods
	Practitioner: Henry Derwent DEFRA
Theorist: Simon Caney, University of Oxford

	14.30 – 16.00
	Legitimacy of the Institutions of Global Political Economy
	Practitioner: Jean Lemierre, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

Theorist: Amrita Narlikar, University of Cambridge

	16.00 – 16.30
	Coffee Break
	

	16.30 – 18.00
	Intellectual Property Rights and Poverty
	Practitioner: Camilo Colaco, ImmunoBiology 

Practitioner: Lee Wells, Novartis

Theorist: Thomas Pogge, Columbia University

	from 18.00
	Reception
	



Location

N336, Senate House North Block
Institute of Philosophy
University of London
London WC1E 7HU

Co-organised by Prof Luc Bovens (LSE); Graduate students: Alice Obrecht (LSE), Christina Gradl (Halle); & the Institute of Philosophy

To Register please Email: ph.globalexchanges@lse.ac.uk

